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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Tobacco Usage Policy

1.   REFERENCES:

      a.   DOD Directive 1010.10, SUBJ: Health Promotion, dated 11 MAR 1986.

      b.   DOD Directive 1010.15, SUBJ: Smoke-Free Workplace, dated 07 MAR 1994.

      c.   AR 420-90, SUBJ: Fire Protection, dated 01 SEP 1992.

      d.   AR 600-63, SUBJ: Army Health Promotion, dated 17 NOV 1987.

      e.   Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO), dated 1996.

      f.   98th Area Support Group Commander’s policy Number 5, SUBJ: Smoking, dated 30 JAN 2003.

2.   PURPOSE:   To publicize an organization wide tobacco usage policy for the Wuerzburg Medical Activity (WMEDDAC).

3.   APPLICABILITY:   This policy applies to the customers of all WMEDDAC activities and outlying clinics.  Customers is defined to include all patients, employees and visitors.  Employees include military and civilian (DAC, Local National, Contract and Volunteers).

4.   POLICY: This Command is making a very clear organizational statement that it and its subordinate activities prohibit the use of all tobacco products (including smokeless) in the workplace with the ultimate goal of health promotion for its customers.  Additional benefits to be derived from this policy include safety, facility preservation and physical security.
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5.    PROCEDURES:

      a.   Designated Tobacco Use Area:

1.  There will be no use of tobacco products in any facilities to include balconies, corridors, stairwells, vestibules and covered exterior walkways.  In support of the various federal health and safety directives identified in paragraph 1, this command designates that the only areas authorized for the use of tobacco products are outside WMEDDAC buildings when at least 50 feet from entrances, or in “The Haven”.  The Haven is located outside the WMEDDAC.  Patients and staff are able to access the Haven from the first floor, on the new side of the WMEDDAC next to room 1W18.  The Haven is a glass covered building that will protect tobacco users from the elements.

          2.     Employees desiring to use tobacco may do so only during breaks.  Break periods will be designated by supervisors based on available staffing.  Break periods for tobacco users will be consistent with those for non-tobacco users.

      b.    Patients and Staff (Employees):

          1.     Patients will only use tobacco in the designated tobacco use area.  Based on staff limitations, staff members may accompany patients to the designated tobacco use areas.

          2.    Unsupervised tobacco use by patients not mentally or physically responsible for their own actions is prohibited.

       c.   Disposition of Tobacco Waste:

          1.   Residue of all tobacco products (e.g. butts, ashes, matches, product wrappings, spit cups etc.) will only be discharged in non-combustible containers provided for that purpose.

          2.   Non-combustible containers will be placed near all entrances - but not at doors designated only as fire exits.  The receptacles are intended to provide arriving customers a place to properly dispose of their tobacco products.  Containers will not be emptied into other combustible waste unless it is positively known that all smoking material is extinguished.  The presence of these receptacles does not indicate approval of those areas are tobacco use areas.

           3.   Police of the designated tobacco use area is the responsibility of Logistics Division.

      d.   Signs prohibiting tobacco use will be strategically placed throughout the parking lots and at the entrances of the building.  Signs should display an international pictograph/symbol and bilingual verbiage indicating no use of tobacco.  Additional signs are required demonstrating where authorized locations for tobacco-use can be found.

MCEUW-CDR                                                                                        Policy Memo #600-63

SUBJECT:   Tobacco Usage Policy

6.  RESPONSIBILITIES:
         a.   Supervisors will implement and enforce this policy.

         b.    Chief, Preventive Medicine will:

                1.   Incorporate tobacco cessation into employee and community wellness programs and other educational measures to teach tobacco cessation.  Tobacco cessation plans may include health risk appraisal, an exercise regimen, nutrition counseling and monitoring of body-fat.

                2.   Employ community media to publicize the hospital tobacco-use policy as it effects our patrons.  We must promote this policy as a health matter, not a right issue.

        c.    Chief, Logistics will ensure the following is completed at all facilities:

                1.   Appropriate signage is fabricated and installed to support the tobacco use policy.  Standardization throughout the WMEDDAC and outlying health clinics presents a professional appearance and conserves resources.

               2.   The Haven will protect customers from precipitation.

               3.    Doors identified for EXIT ONLY should have and/or remote audible alarms installed.  This action not only supports the tobacco use policy, but improves our physical security posture and preserves the facilities.  It is not uncommon to find doors propped open with rocks and other materials to permit reentry.  This creates unnecessary risks to safety and facility maintenance; it also creates an unkept environment that is subject to entry by rodents and pests.  Energy conservation and delicate air filtering systems will also be compromised.

d. In support of this policy, the Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) should ensure that no tobacco products are sold in any of its facilities operating within the hospital.

**************************************************************************

The proponent agency for this Policy Memo is the Environment of Care Functional Team.  They may be reached on CHCS,: wbg eoc group (USAMEDDAC Unit 26610 APO AE 09244     

***************************************************************************
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                                                                        Adjutant

DISTRIBUTION: A

